
Parent-Led Transformation: Guiding parents to guide their children
L E S L E E  M C W H I R T E R  A N D  M A G G I E  B E R T R A M

While parents are the primary faith trainers of their children, many don’t feel qualified to lead their 

children to a salvation decision. In the session, we will share what you can teach parents to give them 

confidence to lead their children on their own, as well as share a way to lead them step by step to have 

this conversation with their children.

1. Why do we need to equip parents?
• Deuteronomy 6:4-9

• During a week, children spend around 50 hours with their parents vs. spending 4 hours at  

   church. Practically speaking, change happens within the home.

• The things that may seem obvious to us as ministry leaders may feel like new concepts to 

   parents.

2. What do the numbers say? 
• 9% of parents surveyed define successful parenting as “My child is godly or has faith in God” vs.

  25% who define it as “My child becomes a happy adult.”

• 83% of parents believe they should be responsible for their child’s spiritual development, 

  however only 35% list religious faith as one of the most important influences in their parenting.

• The biggest indicator of strong spiritual health as a young adult was regularly reading the Bible 

  as a child.

3. Why aren’t parents having these conversations?
• Do they know they are supposed to?

• Are they scared?

• Do they feel capable?

• Do they understand their own faith?

4. How can you practically equip parents to have Gospel conversations with their kids?
• Create spaces for families to share experiences.

• Offer tools that fit into their daily lives.

• Capture natural family rhythms and holidays.

• Spell out kid-friendly terminology and phrasing.

• Celebrate families who are living this out.
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