
Have you ever  had to  change your  p lans or  change what  you were doing?
Somet imes we make changes when we are bui ld ing wi th  b locks .  I t  can be a
good th ing!  Maybe you f igured out  a  way to  make your  tower  st ronger  or  ta l ler .
Somet imes we make changes because someone te l ls  us  we have to ,  l i ke  when
someone comes along and te l ls  you that  you have to  stop and c lean up? 
Those k inds of  changes can be a l i t t le  hard to  feel  happy about .  But  our  adul ts
know what  is  best  for  us  and wi l l  he lp us  a long!    

In  the movie ,  The Star ,  we saw the characters  change.  Mary was v is i ted by an
angel  and was to ld  some very  unexpected news.  What  d id she f ind out?  (she
was going to  have a baby!)  Th is  was a b ig change f rom her  p lans .  She was not
expect ing to  have a baby yet !  Bo wanted a change!  He d idn’ t  l i ke  work ing at
the mi l l  and he was exci ted to  get  out !  Another  change is  that  a l l  the people
had to  go where they were f rom to get  counted.  That  meant  Mary and Joseph
would be t ravel ing to  Beth lehem.  I t  was a long journey and had lots  of
unexpected th ings happen on the way.    

The b iggest  change we see is  when Jesus is  born!  What  changes d id you not ice
in  the animals?  The b iggest  change I  not iced is  that  the dogs who had been
chasing them changed.  They real i zed the importance of  baby ,  Jesus .  He is
Emmanuel ,  God with  us .

       R e a d  L u k e  2 : 1 5 - 2 0 .  What  d id the shepherds do after  they saw Jesus? 
       R e a d  M a t t h e w  1 : 2 3  a n d  I s a i a h  7 : 1 4 .  We see that  Jesus has a lways been a  
       part  of  God’s  p lan .  God’s  p lan is  that  Jesus would be born to  Mary .  Jesus is    
       fu l ly  God and fu l ly  man!    

You can read the whole  Chr istmas story  in  Matthew 1 : 18-2 : 12  and Luke 1 :5-2 :20 .  

F a m i l y  A c t i v i t y :  We just  saw that  when the animals  and people encountered
Jesus there was a change in  how they looked and acted.  Let ’s  p lay a game
where we look for  change together .  Gather  a  cookie  sheet  and 10-12  Chr istmas
ornaments .  Arrange the ornaments  on the cookie  sheet  and have everyone
take a c lose look at  them.  Choose one person to  remove one ornament  whi le
everyone e lse c loses thei r  eyes .  H ide the ornament  in  your  lap and then
everyone can open thei r  eyes .  Who can f ind the change in  the ornaments?
Once someone correct ly  knows the miss ing ornament ,  replace i t  on the t ray .
Then that  person gets  to  h ide the next  ornament .    Keep going unt i l  everyone
has a turn .   
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